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Resolution No. (18) of 2018 

Concerning the Regulation of Requirements and 

Specifications of Construction in Emirate of Ras al Khaimah 

General Director of Ras Al Khaimah Municipality  

Having considered the Ras Al Khaimah Municipality Law of 1981. 

And the Law No.2 of 2007 Concerning the Establishment and Amendment of the 

Environmental Protection and Development Authority in Ras Al Khaimah 

And the Law No.1 of 2008 Regarding the Practice of the Engineering Consultancy 

Profession in the Emirate of Ras AL Khaimah. 

And the Law No.2 of 2008 Regarding the Regulation of the Profession of 

Contracting in the Emirate of Ras AL Khaimah. 

And the Law No.11 of 2008 Regarding Advertisements Control. 

And the Law No.1 of 2009 Concerning the Regulation of Buildings in the Emirate 

of Ras AL Khaimah. 

And the Law No.3 of 2017 Concerning Establishing the Public Services Department. 

And the Law No.3 of 2018 Concerning Occupancy of sidewalks and outdoor 

squares. 

And the Resolution No.57 of 2009 Concerning the Regulation of Requirements and 

Specifications of Construction in Emirate of Ras al Khaimah. 

And as dictated by the public interest. 

He decided to issue the following regulation: 
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Article (1) Definitions 

In applying the provisions of the Regulations, the words and phrases set out below 

shall have the following meanings, unless the context required otherwise: 

The Emirate The Emirate of Ras al Khaimah 

Authority  / Municipality  Ras Al Khaimah Municipality 

General Director General Director of the Municipality  

Executive Manager The Executive Director of the Technical Affairs 

Sector in the Municipality. 

The Council Municipal Council. 

Competent Department Building Department. 

Concerned Department The Department from which the Specialized 

Department requests technical opinion in a 

particular matter. 

Concerned Authority The local or Federal Department or Authority 

which approves a matter of its concern. 

Services Departments  The competent Services Departments in Ras Al 

Kamiah, including: 

Á Federal Electricity and Water Authority FEWA, 

Á Emirates Telecommunications Corporation, 

Etisalat. 

Á Public Services Department. 

Á RAK Civil Defense. 

Á Any other competent departments concerned 

with facilities and services. 

Owner The natural or legal person or corporation for 

whom the land or the building is registered under 

his name either as owner or holder. 

Engineer (Consultant) The person or corporation in charge of the 

design or supervision of the work or both, 
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licensed to practice Engineering Consulting 

Profession in The Emirate of RAK. 

Contractor  The person or corporation in charge of executing 

the construction work and licensed to practice 

building contracting profession activities in the 

Emirate of RAK. 

Inspector 

 (Municipality Controller ) 

The Person in charge assigned by the Building 

Department to describe the plot and the 

buildings thereon including the contents, 

dimensions and areas or otherwise. 

people-of-determination  

(People with Special Needs) 

 

Every person suffers from an inability or 

temporary or permanent total or partial disability 

in his physical, sensory, mental, communicative, 

educational or psychological abilities to the 

extent that limits the possibility of meeting his 

normal requests same as his counterparts 

without special needs.  

Technical Committee The Committee formed in the Competent 

Department by a decision of the General 

Director or his deputy to study the license 

applications for the buildings and make the 

appropriate decisions thereon. 

Special Approvals Exceptional Approvals issued by the General 

Director who authorizes exemption from 

applying one or more of the provisions of this 

regulation or planning legislation or other 

legislations related to the construction work. 

Building Permit The permit issued by the Building Department 

to authorize construction works to be executed 

on a specific plot in accordance with the 
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approved drawings, specifications and 

conditions. 

Plot  Any land lot or area of the land defined by its 

boundary lines, vicinity, distinctive number, 

location, allocated for construction under any 

plan or parceling project or in any other manner 

and permitted by law to be used as one unit. 

Boundary Line of the Plot The line separating the plot from any other 

property. 

Size of the Plot  The total area of the land lot which is located 

between its boundary lines.  

The Front Line of the Plot The borderline of the plot which overlooks the 

road in accordance with detailed land use maps 

certified by the planning department. 

The Side Line of the Plot Any borderline of the plot other than the front or 

the back borderline. 

The Rear Line of the Plot The borderline opposite to the front line and 

located at the farthest distance from it. 

Road (Street) Any open carriageway allocated for public 

traffic without any permission. 

Road Vicinity   The distance between two opposite building 

lines as per the plans approved by the lands 

department. 

The Mid-Line  The longitudinal center line which divides the 

road in half and which is approved by the lands 

department. 

The Route It is the passage that separates the neighboring 

buildings in addition to separating buildings and 

public utilities and used as footpaths and service 
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lines. These passages are used for pedestrian 

movement, services and it could accommodate 

cars. 

Neighbor Any neighboring plot except for streets and 

passages. 

The Wall  A permanent barrier, built from approved 

materials in order to surround the plot for 

privacy or to divide the plot into parts or for any 

other authorized purpose. 

The Fence  A temporary barrier, built from wires or light 

building materials surrounding the plot, or to 

divide it into parts or for any other approved 

purpose.  

The Main Gate The main entrance to the plot, which can be 

covered or uncovered, and designated for 

vehicles access.  

The Sub-Gate  The secondary entrance to the plot, which can be 

covered or uncovered, and designated for 

pedestrian access.  

The Building  Any construction on a fixed location on a plot, 

using approved materials designated for the 

purposes of construction, including foundations, 

walls, roofs, projections, boundary walls, etc.   
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Temporary Building  Any structure that must be removed from its site upon the 

expiry of the period specified for the function which the 

structure was built for, which is built from approved 

building materials. 

Main Building  The building which is used for the original function 

specified for the plot on which it is built. 

Heritage Buildings The buildings that have historical architectural elements 

and no demolition, construction or modification is 

allowed before obtaining the preliminary approval of the 

concerned authority. 

Commercial Buildings The buildings where commercial use is permitted in 

accordance with the classification and regulation of land 

use. 

Residential-

Commercial Buildings 

Multistory buildings where the ground floor shall be 

allocated for commercial and residential uses while the 

typical floors shall be allocated for residential and/or 

offices uses. 

Investment- 

Residential Buildings 

Multistory buildings that are allocated for residential use 

only. 

Permitted Use Any permitted use of a plot or a building in an area 

according to the classification of that plot in the Emirate 

land use regulations.  

Main Use The Main use of the building according to the land 

classification system of the competent department or 

under the special approvals issued for any plot. 

Secondary Use The secondary uses on the same plot which 

complementary to the Main Use, (annexes) such as 

servant rooms, car parking and other secondary uses. 
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Commercial Center A group of shops, showrooms or areas used for 

commercial purposes that are overlooking a covered and 

air conditioned indoor halls or passages, also any shop or 

department store used for retail sale of commodities 

frequently visited by large number of people.  

Showroom  Relatively large area for commercial activity used to 

exhibit goods for retail or wholesale. 

Shop Any commercial space designated for trading activity 

such as displaying goods for sale. 

Hotel Facility  Hotel - Resort - hotel apartments - Hostel - Holiday homes 

- Chalets and Rest Areas. 

Hotel It is a specialized facility that provides accommodation 

services on a daily or weekly basis. It provides equipped 

rooms and suites for visitors, it also provides maintenance 

on regular basis as well as a range of additional services 

such as food and beverages services, laundry, parking, it 

has swimming pools, sports facilities, recreational 

facilities as well as conference and meetings facilities. 

Resort It is a hotel facility built on the beaches, mountains or 

desert areas providing short stay accommodation against 

a specific daily rate, it includes buildings such as chalets 

or apartments which provide several hotel services. 

Hotel Apartments They are residential apartments that are equipped with all 

necessary tools and commodities to allow for long stay 

and they are rented on daily, monthly or annual basis. 

Motel It is an accommodation consisting of rooms equipped to 

serve guests who are staying for a temporary period based 

on fixed daily rates, no common services usually provided 

by hotels. 
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Chalets and Rest 

Areas 

They are hotel facilities consisting of equipped chalets, 

cottages, cabins, rest areas with all necessary tools and 

means for temporary period, they may provide other 

common hotel services. 

Private Villa  A separate building allocated in whole for the 

accommodation of a single family. It has an entrance on the 

ground, it has also an independent parking and independent 

outdoor spaces. 

Annex 

(Addition ) 

A building detached or attached to the main building and has 

secondary or complementary function to the main building. 

Investment Villas A Group of private villas separate or attached allocated for 

rent or investment. The external spaces and entertainment 

facilities may be common. 

Collective Housing  A Building that is used as a place for collective 

accommodation for a number of persons who certain 

institution (university, boarding school, hospital, company.. 

Labor  Housing A building used for the collective accommodation of 

workers. 

Residential 

Apartment  

Part of a residential building consists of one or more rooms 

with a hall built to accommodate one or more persons. It 

includes a food preparation area (kitchen) and at least one 

bathroom. This constitutes an independent rental unit. 

Studio  Part of a residential building consists of a room, a bathroom 

and a place to prepare food. This constitutes an independent 

rental unit.  

Office A space allocated to practice office work. 

Kitchen An enclosed space dedicated to make and prepare food and 

beverages.  
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Open Kitchen An area opens to another space dedicated to make and 

prepare food and beverages.  

Preparation 

Kitchen 

A place to prepare food and drinks which is not a substitute 

to the main kitchen in the residential units. 

Guard Room A room or unit or an accommodation space that is 

constructed on the same plot where the main building is 

located, it can be inside the building, it is used for the guard 

accommodation. It includes a bathroom, and it can be 

attached to the main wall.  

Servants' Room(s) An adjacent or separate room(s) located on the same plot 

upon which the main building is located, dedicated for the 

accommodation of the servants working with the occupants 

of the building. 

Store A covered space in the building used to store things. 

Car Parking  

 

A building allocated to park vehicles or store them. It can be 

covered or uncovered. 

Arcade (Liwan) 

 

A covered passage connected to a building and opening to 

the street or to a courtyard. It has columns on the side of the 

street or the courtyard. 

Iwan It is a deep space, walled on three sides, with one side open 

to the outdoor. 

Canopy A projection from a wall or a column-mounted cover used 

for protecting doorways, windows or corridors from rain or 

sunlight. 

Pergolas It is a non-solid roof that has openings and usually built for 

aesthetic purposes or for climatic conditions. 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/living+accommodation
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/living+accommodation
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Veranda It is a covered open-air projection used sometimes as a 

main entrance porch. 

Staircase A space part of the building containing the stairway, 

enclosed with a door. 

Garbage Collection 

Room 

A space or room used to store garbage temporarily 

before dispatching it outside the building. 

Garbage Room  A room in each floor of buildings which has more than 

3 floors connected to the garbage chute which takes 

garbage down to the ground floor Garbage Collection 

Room. In small plots a garbage collection Room in 

each floor without the need for a garbage chute.  

Balconies Covered or uncovered projections from the external 

vertical walls of the building and accessed from inside 

the building.  

Ornamental Elements Elements that are added to the building for aesthetic, 

expressive or symbolic purposes. 

Lighting And 

Ventilation Openings 

Openings which provide natural lighting or ventilation 

or both for any component of the building. They are 

situated on the roof or any external wall. 

Secondary Ventilation 

(Cross Ventilation) 

It is the ventilation provided for rooms that have a 

depth equal or more than three times its width, the 

purpose is to provide ventilation and lighting for the 

internal parts of the rooms. 

Internal Courtyard  It is a space connected to the outdoor open-air from 

above and is surrounded by buildings from three or 

more sides surrounded by rooms overlooking it from 

one or more residential or office unit.  

External Courtyard  

(Pocket Light Well) 

It is a light well or internal courtyard facing a passage 

or a street. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stairway
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/balconies


     Government of Ras Al Khaimah                                 Ras Al Khaimah Municipality    

23 
 

Light Well  

(Shafts) 

Is a space connected to the outdoor open-air from 

above and is surrounded by buildings from three or 

more sides and is overlooked by service facilities only.  

Services Ducts An enclosed ducts through which the service pipes 

pass, and it has access openings for maintenance. 

Building Coverage 

Percentage (BCP) 

The Percentage of the total ground floor area to the 

total land lot area. 

Setback It is the horizontal distance between any side of the plot 

and the nearest wall or used projection of the building 

which is built on it. 

Building Projection Any part of the building projecting from the vertical 

level of the external walls of the floor located under 

this part, and often begins from the first floor above the 

ground floor or above the ground and the mezzanine 

floors if any. 

Building Height 

 

The vertical distance measured from the curbstone 

level of the pavement to the adjacent street (the level 

of the ground) to the highest point of the building, 

including the Parapet or the roof of the staircase and 

the mechanical equipment on the last roof. 

Floor Area The total covered area in the building that is measured 

between the external surfaces of the building 

boundaries including Porches, balconies, protrusions 

and as well as any other covered parts such as parking 

lots, traffic lanes, light wells, stores, service floors, 

swimming pools and any other facilities on the plot. 

Net Area It is the used area of the building excluding circulation, 

stairs and elevators, walls, toilet areas and the same.  

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/service+facilities
https://www.proz.com/kudoz/arabic_to_english/construction_civil_engineering/3702410-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%89_%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%89_%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A.html#8365409
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/depots
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Floor Part of the building located between the Finish Floor 

Level of any floor and the Finish Floor Level of the 

floor located directly above it. 

Basement Floor It is a floor in the building which has more than half of 

its height below the street level. The basement is 

deemed as a ground floor in calculating the building 

height and in calculating the floor area if the Finish 

Floor Level of its roof exceeds 1.50 meters from the 

level of the street which is considered for measuring 

the level of the ground floor. The basement floor shall 

be well insulated from moisture and water leakage 

according to approved technical specifications. 

Ground Floor It is the first floor in the building and its Finish Floor 

Level is higher than the pavement level of the street. 

Mezzanine Floor 

 

A partial or full floor located between the ground floor 

and the first floor and its usage is either complementary 

to the ground floor or used separately as offices or 

services. 

Typical Floor It is a floor that is similar to the next floor(s) or the 

previous floor or both of them together and is usually 

located above the ground floor. 

Last Floor It is the last floor in the building according to the 

heights specified in the map attached to the 

classification and legalization of land use system in the 

Emirate or the relevant approvals issued. It is located 

under the Roof floor directly. 

Roof Floor It is a partial floor located above the last floor of the 

building. Usually it is used for machines rooms, 

mechanical and electrical services rooms, water tanks, 

aesthetic pergolas, swimming pools, gymnasium and 

its services. 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/Ground+floor
https://www.proz.com/kudoz/arabic_to_english/law_general/5909464-%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%82_%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%B1.html#12878876
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/Legalization
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Mechanical Services 

Floor 

 

It is the floor which is fully allocated to install the 

electrical and mechanical equipment of the building. It 

is designed in a manner that meets the purpose of its 

use only and designed in accordance with the approval 

of the technical committee. 

Floor Height The distance from finish floor level till the finish floor 

level of the next floor. 

Clear Floor Height  The net distance from the finish floor level till the soffit 

of the roof.  

Ground Level It is the average ground level at the intersection of the 

surface of the earth with the middle point of the walls 

of any building. In the case of the walls adjacent to the 

Sidewalks, the level of the ground is measured from 

the Sidewalks. 

Floor Level It is the height of finish floor level from the level of the 

curbstone of the adjacent street or passage. 

Datum Level 

(benchmark) 

 

It is the level of the upper surface of the tile of the first 

step of the entrances located on the boundaries of the 

plot. 

Parapet  A wall or barrier made of any material approved by the 

competent department, which is built on the perimeter 

of the building for the purpose of protection and 

general safety, and sometimes is used to conceal air 

conditioning equipment or any other equipment. 

Commercial 

Advertisement 

 

Any definition, description, drawing  or other means 

that are installed, written or drawn directly or indirectly 

on any building, structure or plot of land for the 

purpose of announcing any activity, products or 

otherwise. 
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Article ( 2) Applicability  

This regulation including its codes and references is applicable to all kinds of 

construction and building types in the Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah.  

Article ( 3) Interpretation of the Regulation Terms  

In the event of any dispute concerning the interpretation of any of the technical terms 

included in these regulations or in case of lack of clarity in specifications or standard 

criteria, the interpretation issued by the Competent Department through a Technical 

Committee shall be considered the approved interpretation for this item or 

specification. 

1- Architectural Requirements  

Article (4): P lanning limitations  

It is not permitted to construct any building on any plot unless it conforms to the 

planning requirements issued by the Competent Department of the municipality. 

According to these requirements, number of floors, intended use, setbacks, required 

parking, building coverage ratio, floor area ratio and building height are determined. 

Article (5): Areas 

Areas are calculated for all covered parts in each floor regardless of its usage under 

the roof. The area is calculated considering the external edges of the roof slab of 

each floor. For investment residential and commercial residential buildings, the area 

is calculated based on the boundaries of the ground floor. 

First: Requir ements for Residential Buildings  

Article (6): Private Residence 

 

6-1  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

1. The BCP shall not exceed 60% of the plot area. Exception for the plots located 

in the following regions: (Al Jazirah Al Hamra, Al-Refa'a, Northern Dhait, 

southern Dhait, Khalifa Bin Zayed, Al-Kharan, Khuzam) where the BCP shall 

not exceed 50% of the plot area. 

https://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjJl92jmuHXAhUBLhQKHa4TDc0QFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proz.com%2Fkudoz%2Farabic_to_english%2Fengineering_general%2F3701881-%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A.html&usg=AOvVaw2qacXPNqMzlKG6DP7hLPpl
https://www.roofingsuperstore.co.uk/browse/pitched-roofing/roof-tiles.html
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2. The BCP includes all the following buildings:  

A. The residential villa. Only one residential unit is allowed per plot. 

B. Service annexes (Main Majlis with its utilities, kitchen annex with its 

utilities, guard or driver room annex, gate or garage annex). 

C. All service rooms (electricity control room, é) 

Excluded from the above the outdoor swimming pool, children's playgrounds, open 

pergolas made of light materials which shall not constitute more than 50% of the 

open area. 

6-2  Setbacks  

1. Setback for residential villas shall not be less than (3.00) meters from the main 

street, and not less than (1.50) meters from the passages, open areas or neighbors. 

2. Internal setback between the main villa and any service annex within one plot of 

land shall not be less than (1.50) meters. 

3. Setback line of the service annex shall not be less than (1.50) meters from the 

boundary line on the main street. It is allowed to build a service annex on the 

boundary line without setback if  the nearby area is a passage or a side street, 

provided that there are no windows towards the nearby area and not to discharge 

rainwater towards the nearby plot. 

4. No windows or openings for the utilities (bathrooms, kitchens and air 

conditioners) shall be made on the passages or side streets. The air conditioners 

shall be inside if the annexes are built on the boundary of the plot without setback. 

5. The annexes shall be built in strip adjacent to the fence or in the form of (L-shape) 

providing sufficient setback to provide well ventilation and lighting for the 

elements facing it or for installation of air conditioning in accordance with the 

decision of the Technical Committee for Building Licenses. 

6. In the case of merging annexes with the main building, the specified terms of 

setbacks shall be applied, considering the external boundaries of the building 

after the merging. It is also permitted to connect the annex to the main building 

through a roofed passage of not less than (3.00) meters width and not more than 

the height of the annex. 

7. Except for  pergolas and uncovered parking lots, it is not permitted to construct 

any structures in the required setbacks. 

https://www.proz.com/kudoz/arabic_to_english/engineering_general/3701881-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A.html
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/Except+for
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8. It is permitted to build the sitting annex (Majlis) and the guard annex on the main 

facade of the plot of land without setback, it is also permitted to open windows 

on this side while providing sufficient setback within the boundaries of the plot 

towards the main street - if  there is a pedestrian gate on this side - to address the 

difference between the level of the side walk and the level of the sitting and guard 

annexes. It is allowed to provide a watching window in the guard's annex to 

control the street. 

9. When applying setback from the neighbor side, passages and streets, it is 

necessary to consider for the structural elements and the different utilitiesô lines. 

10. Setbacks must be applied in a manner not contradicting with the planning 

requirements issued by the Department of Planning and Surveying and the 

classification and Legalization of land use system in the Emirate. 

 

Table (1) shows the minimum setbacks for private residence from the streets, routs, open 

areas and neighbors: 

 The building The Setbacks from the boundary of the plot  

The main street The side street, rout or 

open areas 

Nearby areas 

1 Residential 

villa 

(3.00) meters (1.50) meters (1.50) meters 

2 Sitting annex 

Guard annex 

Not available N/A N/A 

3 Service 

annex 

(1.50) meters N/A N/A 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/Legalization
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6-3 Levels, heights and number of floors 

1. The ground floor finish floor level shall not be higher than (1.50) meters from the 

Center line of the street in front of the main entrance. In case of a plot overlooking 

two or more streets with different levels, the level of the ground floor shall not 

be more than (0.45) meters from the edge of the higher street or (1.50) meters 

from the center line of the street facing the main entrance of the residential villa. 

2. The maximum external height of the annexes shall not be more than (5.50) meters 

from the side facing the streets, routs and neighbors. 

3. The height of the parapet shall not be less than (1.00) meters after the final 

finishing and the different layers of insulation, and not more than (1.80) meters 

except aesthetic purposes subject to the approval of the competent authority in 

the Municipality. 

4. The net internal height of each floor shall be measured from its finish floor level 

till the bottom of its roof slab shall be according to Table (2) and Figure (1). 

5. It is allowed for a villa to include a ground floor, a first floor and a roof, in 

addition to the basement while the annexes shall be ground floor only. 

Table (2) shows the maximum and minimum floor heights in residential villas 

 Floor Minimum Net height Maximum Net height 

1 Residential floor (2.70) Meters (4.50) Meters 

2 Basement floor 

 

(2.50) Meters 
(The net area under beams 

and suspended service lines) 

(3.50) Meters 

3 Roof floor (2.70) Meters (3.50) Meters 

4 Height under the stairs 

As shown in Figure (2) 

- (2.40) meters  
if used as an entrance 

- (2.70) meters  
if used as an usable space. 

N/A 
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Figure (1) shows minimum and maximum floor heights in the residential villa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure (2) shows the allowed minimum heights under the stairs 
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6-4 Service Annexes 

It is permitted to establish additional annexes for the residential villas maximum of 

)4( annexes (annex for sitting (Majlis) and its fixtures, annex for kitchen and its 

fixtures, guard room or driver's annex, gate or garage annex) only on the ground 

level with two bedrooms for each of the sitting and Kitchen Annexes considering 

the following: 

1. The use of the annexes shall be for the service of the main villa only and not for 

commercial purposes. The roof of the annexes can be used to install water tanks 

and air conditioners only. It is not permitted to install major stairways leading to 

the roof of the annexes especially those adjacent to the neighbors. 

2. The area of the annexes shall not be more than (20%) of the area of the plot in 

case of empty plots. 

3. The area of each annex shall not be more than (60%) of the total area of the main 

villa. 

4. The main distribution element of the service annexes shall be the corridor, the 

liwan, the lobby or the veranda. 

5. The gate shall be considered as an annex if it has a roof with a width of not less 

than 1 meter. The gate shall not be considered a building if it  is consisting of 

aesthetic columns without a roof.  

6-5 Basement Floor 

1. It is allowed to build a basement floor only under the ground floor of the villa or 

annex. 

2. The basement floor is accessed by a stair from inside the villa with a secondary 

exit for emergency separate from the fire escape of the building taking into 

consideration Article (38) of this Regulation regarding the number of stairs and 

their specifications. 

3. The basement floor shall not be used for accommodation, offices or commercial 

uses, its use shall be limited to the following purposes only: 

4. Parking lots and services for the building (electricity room, telecommunications 

room, water tanks, pumps and the like). 

5. Inhabitants services (laundry room, ironing room, swimming pools, health club 

and related services, children's play games, gym, etc.). 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/telecommunications+company
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6. The basement floor shall not be used separately from the villa, taking into account 

the general requirements of the basement set forth in Article (25) of this 

regulations. 

6-6 Roof Floor 

The following conditions and specifications shall be considered for the roof: 

1. The roof is dedicated for elevator rooms, staircases, water tanks, pump rooms, 

electricity rooms, communications rooms, air conditioning equipment, some 

aesthetic elements (pergolas), and swimming pools. It can be used also for 

gymnasiums and other service uses approved by the competent department. 

2. It is permitted to construct residential rooms on the roof according to the 

prescribed percentage. 

3. The construction percentage shall not exceed (35%) of the total area of the last 

floor including all structures on the roof which shall be of reinforced concrete. 

4. It is permitted to construct a swimming pool on the roof with its own pergolas. It 

is not included in the percentage of the construction area. The swimming pool is 

excluded from the setback condition. The height of the swimming pool shall not 

exceed (2.40) m. from the roof level and the height of the gymnasium and the 

residential spaces shall not exceed (3.50) m. 

5. No construction shall be permitted above the roof of the roof floor or the level of 

the swimming pool, except for the elevator room in its minimum height, water 

tanks and central air conditioning equipment. 

6-7 Fences (Walls) 

1.  The wall shall be built within the boundaries of the plot, including all 

construction works, some ornaments are allowed to protrude within (10) cm. 

2. The minimum height of the residential wall shall not be less than (1.60) m. and 

the maximum height of the walls or fences (except for the planting fences) shall 

not exceed (4.00) m. 

3. It is not permitted to construct separation walls inside the plot. 

4.  To get a wall Permit for granted plots it is necessary to build a roof for the 

licensed building on the plot which is at least 10% of the plot area. 
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6-8 Entrances, Gates and Parking Lots 

1.  The locations of entrances and gates of the plots shall be determined according 

to the planning requirements issued by the relevant department in the 

Municipality. 

2. Only one pedestrian entrance is permitted on any of the sides of the plot 

overlooking only the street and the rout.  

3. In the event that the planning requirements does not mentioned the location of 

the entrances and gates, only one entrance is allowed for cars on the main street 

or on any of the two sides of the plot overlooking only the intersection of two 

main streets. 

4. The minimum height of the roof of the main gate shall be (4.50) meters, and the 

maximum is (5.00) meters. The net width of the gate shall be (6.10) meters 

provided that the civil defense approves the proposed roof height for the gate. 

5. At least one parking lot for the villa (Residential Unit) shall be considered 

within the plot. 

6-9 Areas and dimensions of spaces 

The floor area, the dimensions of any space or room in the villa and annexes shall 

not be less than what is mentioned in Table (3). 

Table (3) shows the minimum areas and dimensions allowed for spaces, services and 

residential rooms. 

 Space  Minimum area (m2) Minimum dimension (m) 

1 Living room ï Dining 

room  

12.25 3.50 

2 Bedroom  12.25 3.50 

3 Office  10.00 2.50 

4 Kitchen (Open 

kitchen) 

7.00 2.50 

5 Preparation kitchen 4.00 1.80 

6 Maid and guard room 7.00 2.20 



     Government of Ras Al Khaimah                                 Ras Al Khaimah Municipality    

34 
 

 Space  Minimum area (m2) Minimum dimension (m) 

7 Bathroom ï bathroom 

of maid and guard 

room 

3.00 1.50 

8 Toilet (Water closet) 1.80 1.10 

 *The thickness of all external walls shall not be less than (20) cm. 

6-10 Sanitary Rooms 

Each residential unit in the building shall be supplied with the necessary facilities of 

public Sanitary Rooms such as bathrooms, toilets and kitchens. At least one toilet 

unit must be provided which is not accessible from any residential room. 

6-11 Projections 

a. It is permitted to build an aesthetic unused projection within the setback of the 

residential villas and annexes not to exceed (0.30) m and shall be at a higher 

level than the window sill. 

b. It is permitted to build an aesthetic unused projection not to exceed (1.00) m for 

the roof parapet in residential villas. 

6-12 General Requirements 

It is permitted to construct the roofs of villas, residential units and annexes in the 

farm lands using metal (aluminum) or wooden roofs or from any construction 

material approved by the competent department except for the kitchen roof which 

must be from reinforced concrete or any other fire resistant material subject to the 

approval of the Department of Civil Defense. 

6-13 Corridors  

The minimum width of the internal corridors between the rooms and the residential 

spaces shall not be less than (1.20) m. 

6-14 Gas Cylinders Storage  

1. The domestic gas cylinders should be placed or stored in a covered, well-

ventilated area and should be outside the kitchen or living areas. All fittings used 

shall comply with standard specifications which are approved by the concerned 

department. 

2. General requirements for the storage of gas are in Article (46) of this regulation. 
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Article (7):  Investment Residential Buildings 

7-1  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

The BCP shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued by 

the relevant department in the Municipality. 

7-2  Setbacks 

1. For Investment Villas: The setbacks from the front line of the plot shall not be 

less than (3.00) m. The setback from the side line of the plot shall not be less than 

(1.50) m and from the neighbor shall not be less than (3.00) m. 

2. For Investment Residential Buildings: The setback from the streets and the 

neighbors shall be in accordance with the planning requirements issued by the 

relevant department in the Municipality. 

3. Refer to the general requirements of Article (22) of this regulation. 

Table (4) shows the setbacks for Investment Residential Buildings from streets, routs, 

open areas and neighbors. 

  

Construction 

Rebounds of the boundary of the plot 

Main Street  Side street, 

rout or Open 

Areas 

Neighbors 

1 Investment Villas (3.00) m.  (1.50) m. (3.00) 

2 Investment Residential 

Buildings 

In accordance with the planning requirements 

issued by the relevant department in the 

Municipality. 

 

7-3   Levels, Heights and Number of Floors 

1. The level of the ground floor Finish Floor Level shall not be higher than (1.20) 

m from the pavement of the adjacent street. 

2. All heights for Private Residences in Clauses (6-3) of Article (6) of this regulation 

in accordance with Table (2) and Figure (1) shall be applied for Investment 

Residential buildings. 

https://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjJl92jmuHXAhUBLhQKHa4TDc0QFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proz.com%2Fkudoz%2Farabic_to_english%2Fengineering_general%2F3701881-%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A.html&usg=AOvVaw2qacXPNqMzlKG6DP7hLPpl
https://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjJl92jmuHXAhUBLhQKHa4TDc0QFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proz.com%2Fkudoz%2Farabic_to_english%2Fengineering_general%2F3701881-%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A.html&usg=AOvVaw2qacXPNqMzlKG6DP7hLPpl
https://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjJl92jmuHXAhUBLhQKHa4TDc0QFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proz.com%2Fkudoz%2Farabic_to_english%2Fengineering_general%2F3701881-%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A.html&usg=AOvVaw2qacXPNqMzlKG6DP7hLPpl
https://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjJl92jmuHXAhUBLhQKHa4TDc0QFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proz.com%2Fkudoz%2Farabic_to_english%2Fengineering_general%2F3701881-%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A.html&usg=AOvVaw2qacXPNqMzlKG6DP7hLPpl
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3. It is permitted to build a ground, first and roof floors for investment residential 

villas in addition to the basement in accordance with the planning requirements 

issued by the relevant department in the Municipality. 

7-4  Basement Floor 

1. For Investment Residential Villas:  A basement is allowed to be built at the 

same area allocated to the ground floor. 

2. For Investment Residential Buildings: A basement is allowed to be built on the 

entire plot area. Multiple basement floors can be built for parking use. 

3. The maximum height of the basement roof shall not exceed (1.20) m measured 

from the street level adjacent to the main entrance of the building, taking into 

account the general requirements of the basement in Article (25) of this 

regulation. 

7-5  The Roof  

a.  For Investment Residential Villas: All requirements in Clause (6-6) are applied. 

b. For Investment Residential Buildings: All requirements in Article (26) of this 

regulation are applied. It is not allowed to build residential rooms on the roof and 

it is limited to services in addition to a sports training rooms (gymnasium) 

proportional to the number of occupants of the building and the number of floors 

and areas of the building and does not exceed the allowed percentage of the roof. 

7-6  Fences and Walls 

1. For Investment Residential Villas: It is permitted to build a wall with the same 

requirements as in the private residences walls, taking into account Clause (7-7) 

of this Article. It is also permitted to build a separation wall between the villas 

with a height not exceeding (1.60) m. 

2. For Investment Residential Buildings: It is permitted to build a wall on the 

boundary of the plot with the neighbors only to a height not exceeding (1.60) m. 

7-7  Entrances and Parking Lots 

1. The location of entrances and gates to the plots shall be determined according to 

the planning requirements issued by the relevant department in the Municipality. 

2. A main gate is allowed for each investment residential villa on the street if  a 

waiting parking is provided within the plot. 

3. The number of required parking lots is according to Table (5). 
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Table (5) shows the minimum number of parking spaces required for investment 

residential buildings 

Use Details Minimum number of parking lots 

Residential Villas Residential Villa 1 

 

Apartments 

Apartment of (200) 

square meters or less 
1 

Apartment of more than 

(200) square meters 
2 

(2) Studio 1 

 

4. All requirements for parking lots shall be applied in accordance with Article (30) 

of this Regulation. 

7-8  Areas and Dimensions of Spaces 

All areas and dimensions of spaces of the private residences shall be applied as in 

Clause (6-9), Article (6) of this Regulation, in addition to the studio area shown in 

the following table: 

Table (6) shows the minimum area of the studio: 

Space Minimum Area in 

square meters 

Minimum Dimension in 

meters 

Studio(excluding  Services) 18.00 3.50 

The thickness of the walls between the residential units shall not be less than (20) 

cm and the thickness of all the external walls shall not be less than (20) cm. 

7-9  Projections 

Refer to Clause (6-11) of Article (6) for investment residential villas and to Article 

(22) of this Regulation for investment residential buildings. 

7-10  Sanitary Rooms 

The minimum utilities to be provided in the investment residential buildings shall be 

as follows: 
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Table (7) shows the minimum utilities required in investment residential buildings: 

Units  Utilities 

1 Residential 

Units 

Each residential unit in the building shall be supplied with 

the necessary utilities such as bathrooms, toilets and 

kitchens. At least one toilet must be provided, which is not 

accessible from any residential room. 

2 Studios  Each studio in the building shall be supplied with the 

necessary utilities such as bathrooms, toilets and a food 

preparation area at least. 

 

7-11  Corridors  

1. The minimum width of internal corridors between rooms and residential spaces 

is (1.20) m. 

2. The minimum width of the public corridors is the same as in residential 

commercial buildings shown in Table 11 Clause (12-9) Article (9) of this 

Regulations. 

7-12  Gas Cylinders Storage 

The same conditions for the storage of domestic gas cylinders in Clause (6-14) of 

Article (6) of the Regulation shall be applied. The general conditions for storing gas 

in Article (46) of this Regulation shall be taken into consideration.  

Article (8): Labor Housing  

8-1  The Location   

1. It is permitted to build accommodation complexes for workers on plots that are 

designated for this purpose in the land use maps and conditions issued by the 

relevant department and in accordance with the regulations of the Ministry of 

Labor and are not permitted to exist on rooftops of buildings.  

2. It shall be taken into consideration that the Labor Housing site should not be next 

to the familiesô accommodation (especially for single workers), it should also be 

away from the girls' schools and accommodation. Also it should not be near any 

places such as factories that produce gases and the like. 
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8-2  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

1. The BCP shall be applied according to the planning conditions issued by the 

relevant department of Municipality.  

2. The minimum BCP must be sufficient to accommodate (50%) of the total number 

of workers according to the plot allocation documents as a first stage.  

8-3  Setbacks 

1. Setbacks shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued by 

the relevant department of Municipality.  

2. It is not permitted to build on the plot edge, unless otherwise stated in the land 

use classification system.  

3. The internal setback between buildings shall not be less than (6.00) m.  

8-4  Levels and heights and number of floors  

1. The finish floor level of the ground floor shall not exceed (1.20) m from the 

adjacent street pavement.  

2. The floor height must not be less than (3.00) m and not more than (4.50) m. 

3. The number of floors shall be determined according to the planning conditions 

issued by the relevant department of Municipality.  

8-5  Basement Floor 

1. A basement is allowed to be built at the same area allocated to the ground floor 

provided that it is used for the services of the building (stores, kitchens, etc.), 

lighting and ventilation shall be taken into consideration in accordance with 

Articles (26 & 27 & 28) of this Regulation.  

2. The maximum height of the basement roof shall not be more than (1.20) m from 

the street level parallel to the main entrance of the building. 

8-6  The Roof  

The roof includes only service rooms (elevator room, water tanks and central air 

conditioning systems) 

8-7  Fences and Walls 

It is permitted to construct a wall for labor housing on the borders of the plot from 

all sides. It is also permitted to construct a separation wall between industrial activity 

and labor housing if they are located together on the same plot (industrial plots). 
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8-8  Entrances and parking lots 

1. It is not permitted to open the doors of rooms directly to the streets or routs, but 

the main entrances to the buildings must open within the plot. 

2. All the requirements for car parking shall be applied in accordance with the 

Article (30) of this Regulation. 

3. The minimum number of parking lots required must not be less than the 

following: 

Table (8) shows the minimum number of parking lots required for Labor housing: 

Description The minimum number 

of parking lots 

Workers' 

Accommodation 

Every (50) workers living in the 

same building 

Parking lot for one bus 

Supervisors 

Accommodation 

Every (5) supervisors or staff 

rooms 

1 

 

8-9  Areas and Dimensions of Spaces 

1. The area allocated for each worker in the labor housing rooms shall be (3.00) m2. 

The number of workers shall not exceed (8) eight living in one room. A first aid 

room shall be provided of not less than (12.00) m2. 

2. It is necessary to provide dining halls sufficient for the number of workers, 

provided that these rooms accommodate one-third of the total number of workers 

as a minimum at one time (the required area is from (1.40) to (1.60) m2 per 

worker). The dining halls design must be in accordance with the Public and 

Occupational Safety Regulations issued by the Public Department of the 

Municipality. 

3. The minimum internal courtyard area must be (6 × 6) square meters. 

4. The areas and dimensions of spaces which are not mentioned above shall be 

according to Table (3). 

5. Accommodation rooms may be provided with independent services (ungrouped) 

for supervisors, so that a room for each (40) workers within the accommodation 

building. 
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6. The thickness of the partition walls between rooms and with public corridors 

should not be less than the (20) twenty cm, and the thickness of all external walls 

of the buildings should not be less than (20) twenty cm. 

8-10  Projections 

Taking into consideration Article (22) of this Regulation, it is permitted to project 

the first floor corridors by (1.50) m within the setback between the buildings and the 

external setback. It is not permitted to close these corridors if projecting. 

8-11 Sanitary Rooms  

1. The number of toilets should be proportional to the number of workers so that is 

one toilet, a washbasin and a shower shall be provided for every ten workers. 

2. It is necessary to separate the WCôs from the lavatories and showers within the 

grouped utilities. 

3. It is necessary to provide one or more kitchens, the design must be according to 

the Public and Occupational Safety Regulations issued by the Public Department 

of the Municipality. 

8-12  Corridors  

The minimum net width of public corridors in Labor Housing camps should not be 

less than the following: 

Table (9) shows the net width of the general corridors in workers' housing camps. 

Usage Net width of public corridors 

Labor accommodation 

buildings 

(1.50) meters in the case 

of one-way rooms 

(1.80) meters in the case 

of two-way rooms 

 

8-13 General Requirements 

 

a. The kitchens,  laundry  rooms and toilets should be built in a separate annex from 

the residential units, moreover, these services shall not be provided for each unit 

so that this type of housing will have a different character than residential 

apartments and will be restricted for workers only. 

b. In the agricultural uses, it is permitted to build a workerôs accommodation annex 

to house the number of workers permitted to work in the farm. The areas and 

dimensions shall be applied as shown in Table (3) in Article (6) and Clause (8-9) 

of Article (8) of this Regulation. 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/in+the+laundry+room
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c. It is necessary for the Labor housing to be provided with factors such as 

ventilation, free of dust and smoke and permits the sun. The ground floor level 

should be high to protect from water flooding.  

d. The housing units shall be constructed of concrete walls or concrete blocks, floors 

and roofs also shall be constructed of reinforced concrete. No metal or wooden 

roofs are allowed in workersô accommodation except in agricultural farms. All 

external walls thickness shall be 20 cm. 

e. It is not permitted to use prefabricated homes or light weight portable cabins for 

workerôs accommodation. 

f. Labor housing shall be provided with garbage containers within the boundaries 

of the plot according to the conditions of the garbage rooms specified in this 

Regulation. This collection facility may be placed in the front setback on the 

street side. 

g. It is important to consider the necessary emergency measures, as well as the 

requirements of prevention, safety and firefighting, in accordance with the 

regulations of the Department of Civil Defense in the Emirate. 

8-14  Gas Cylinders Storage 

The same requirements for the storage of domestic gas cylinders shall be applied as 

in Clause (6-14) of Article (6) of this Regulation and the general requirements for 

the storage of gas in Article (46) of this Regulation shall be considered. 

Article (9): Residential - Commercial Buildings 

9-1  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

The BCP shall be applied in accordance with the requirements issued by the 

Competent Department of Municipality. 

9-2 Setbacks 

Setbacks in residential - commercial buildings are applied in accordance with the 

requirements issued by the Competent Department of Municipality. 

9-3 Levels, Heights and Number of Floors 

1. The level of the ground floor finish floor level should not be higher than (1.20) 

meters from curbstone of the adjacent street. 

2. The height of the residential floors shall be according to Table (2), and the height 

of the ground floor and the mezzanine (for commercial and office uses) shall be 

applied as in Table (12). 

3. The number of floors shall be determined according to the planning requirements 

issued by Competent Department of Municipality. 
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4. It is permitted to provide a service floor between the typical floors in buildings 

which have more than (20) floors and is dedicated to mechanical and electrical 

services and their accessories and services only. No space in this service floor is 

allowed for living, housing, commercial, recreational or similar purposes. The 

service floor height shall not be more than (3.00) meters and not less than (2.40) 

meters and shall not be included in the permitted floors on the plot. 

9-4  Basement Floor 

1. A basement floor may be built on the entire plot area, and more than one 

basement can be built for parking lots. 

2. Basement floor is used only for the services of the building (parking lots, stores, 

electrical and mechanical rooms, etc.). Natural lighting and ventilation shall be 

considered in accordance with the Article (26) of this Regulation. 

3. The maximum height of the basement roof shall not be more than (1.20) m 

measured from the street level adjacent to the main entrance of the building, 

taking into consideration the general requirements for basement floors in Article 

(25) of this Regulation. 

9-5  Mezzanine Floor 

The mezzanine floor shall be as per the requirements of commercial buildings in 

Clause (10-5) of Article (10) of this regulation. 

9-6  The Roof 

All requirements of Article (26) of this Regulation shall be applied. It is not allowed 

to build residential rooms on the roof and shall be limited to services as well as sports 

training (Gymnasium) with an area proportional to the number of occupants in the 

building, the number of floors. The area of the roof shall not exceed the allowable 

prescribed percentage. 

9-7  Fences and Walls 

It is Permitted to build a wall on the boundary of the plot towards the neighbors only, 

provided that its height shall not exceed (1.60) m. 

9-8  Parking Lots 

1. The minimum number of parking lots required shall be determined in accordance 

with Table (10): 
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Table (10) shows the minimum number of parking lots for residential - commercial 

buildings. 

Usage The minimum number of parking lots 

Residential Apartments The number of parking lots required shall be applied in 

accordance with the requirements of the buildings of 

the investment housing buildings parking lots as shown 

in Table (5) 

Offices and Shops The number of parking lots required shall be applied in 

accordance with the requirements of the Offices and 

shops parking lots as shown in Table (13) 

 

2. All prescribed requirements for parking lots shall be applied in accordance with 

the Article (30) of this regulation. 

9-9 Areas and Dimensions of spaces 

1. All areas and dimensions of residential uses shall be applied in accordance with 

Clause (6-9) in private residences, in addition to all the prescribed requirements 

for investment residential buildings in accordance with Clause (7-8), as well as 

all requirements for office and commercial uses established in Clause (10-9) and 

Table (14).  

2. The thickness of the walls between the residential units shall not be less than (20) 

cm and the thickness of all external walls shall not be less than (20) cm. 

10-9  Projections  

Taking Article (22) of this regulation into consideration, projections shall be applied 

according to the planning requirements issued by the Competent Department at the 

municipality. 

9-11  Sanitary Rooms 

The minimum Sanitary utilities to be provided in the residential-commercial 

buildings shall apply the requirements of the Sanitary of the investment residential 

buildings for the residential part as shown in Table (7), Clause (7-10). The 

requirements for utilities for the commercial buildings of the office and commercial 

part shall also apply as shown in Table (15). 
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9-12  Corridors  

1. The minimum net width of the internal corridors between the rooms and the 

residential or office spaces shall not be less than (1.20) meters. 

 

2. Public corridors should not be less than the following: 

Table (11) shows the minimum public corridors for residential - commercial 

buildings. 

 Usage Net width of the corridors 

1 Residential and Office 

Buildings 

(1.5) m 

For buildings with floor 

area equal to or less than 

(250) square meters. 

(1.8) m 

For buildings with floor 

area more than (250) 

square meters 

2 The entrance hall for 

residential buildings 

(1.80) m 

The entrance hall area 

shall not be less than 

(3.24) square meters for 

buildings with a ground 

floor area equal to or less 

than (250) square meters. 

(2.40) m 

The entrance hall area 

shall not be less than 

(5.76) square meters for 

buildings with a ground 

floor area more than 

(250) square meters. 

3 Corridors in front of the 

lifts 

Depends on the width of the main corridor leading 

to it and on whether the elevators are on one side or 

two sides of the corridor. The minimum dimensions 

of the corridors in front of the elevators should not 

be less than what is shown in Figure (13), Clouse 

(35-1) of Article (35). 
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Second: Requirements for  Commercial Buildings  

Article (10): Requirements for  Commercial Buildings 

10-1  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

BCP shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued by the 

Relevant Department of Municipality. 

10-2  Setbacks 

Setbacks shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued by 

the Relevant Department of Municipality. 

10-3  Levels, Heights and Number of Floors  

1. The Finish Floor Level of the ground floor shall not exceed (1.20) m from the 

adjacent street curbstone. 

2. Commercial and office floor heights are also applied according to the following 

table: 

Table (12) shows the minimum and maximum heights for commercial and office 

buildings. 

 Commercial and Office 

Uses 

Minimum Net Height Maximum Net Height 

1 Ground Floor (3.50) m 

and in case of adding 

half mezzanine the 

height will be (2.50) m. 

(4.50) m            

without mezzanine. 

2 Full Mezzanine - Half  

Mezzanine 

(2.50) m. (3.50) m. 

3 Basement Floor (Net 

below beams and hanging 

service lines) 

(2.50) m. (3.50) m. 
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Figure (3) shows the internal height of single floor and multiple floor buildings 

(for Commercial and office uses) 

3. The number of floors shall be applied in accordance with the planning 

requirements issued by the Relevant Department of the Municipality. 

10-4  Basement Floor 

1. It is permitted to build the basement on the entire plot, provided that it is limited 

to building services (parking lots ï storages ï Kitchens ï ....) taking into account 

the requirements of lighting and ventilation in accordance with Article (27 & 28 

& 29) of this Regulation. 

2. The maximum height of the basement roof shall not be more than (1.20) m 

measured from the street level adjacent to the main entrance of the building, 

taking into consideration the general requirements for basement floors in Article 

(25) of this Regulation. 

10-5  Mezzanine Floor 

a. It is permitted to build the mezzanine at (100%) of the ground floor area in the 

plots in which the Mezzanine Floor is allowed according to the planning 

requirements issued by Planning and Survey Department and as per the land uses 

classification in Ras Al Khaimah. 
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b. It is permitted to use the mezzanine floor separately for offices or for the 

services of the building. 

c. It is permitted to use the mezzanine floor separately for commercial use 

(100%) if the ground floor and the mezzanine are used as a Mall. In this 

case, it is required to have an internal connection and an escalator between 

the two floors or a lifts with a glass facade with capacity not less than (10) 

persons for each lift. 

d. It is permitted to use the mezzanine floor fully (100%) as a parking lot. 

e. It is not permitted to build another mezzanine within the ground floor if the 

original Mezzanine Floor is secluded and used separately. 

f. It is not permitted to build terraces, projections or balconies on the 

mezzanine floor. 

10-6  The Roof 

The roof is limited to service rooms only (lift room, water tanks and central air 

conditioning equipment...) according to Article (26) of this Regulation. 

10-7  Fences and Walls 

It is not permitted to build a wall on commercial plots. 

10-8  Parking Lots 

Required parking lots according to Table (13). 

Table (13) shows the minimum number of parking lots required for commercial 

buildings. 

 Use Standards Minimum number 

of parking lots 

1 Offices For each (70) square 

meters of net area 

excluding corridors 

and services. 

1 

2 Restaurants For each (50) square 

meters of net area. 

1 

 

3 Commercial Uses 

(Shopping centers with 

less than (930) square 

meters, shops, show 

rooms ... etc.). 

For each (70) square 

meters of net area 

1 
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 Use Standards Minimum number 

of parking lots 

4 Shopping Malls 

(Or retail merchandise 

with area exceeding 

930 square meters). 

1- For each 70 square 

meters of net area. 

1 

2- Parking Lots shall be provided in front of 

them at least (30%) of the required number 

of parking lots or allocating the entire 

ground floor as parking lots. Taking into 

account the parking spaces allocated to 

People with special needs (people-of-

determination). 

 

10-9  Areas and Dimensions of Spaces 

Minimum areas and dimensions of spaces shall be as shown in Table (14): 

Table (14) shows the minimum areas and dimensions of commercial and office 

spaces. 

The Space  Minimum Area  (m2)   Minimum dimension 

(m) 

1 Shop   18.00 3.00 

2 Show Room 80.00 8.00 

3 Office (For office use) 10.00 2.50 

4 Open space office  50.00 3.50 

5 Toilet (Water Closet)  1.80 1.10 

The thickness of the walls between shops and office units, and with public 

corridors shall be (20) cm at least. The thickness of all exterior walls of 

buildings shall be (20) cm at least.  

10-10 Sanitary Rooms 

The minimum Sanitary Facilities required in commercial buildings shall be in 

accordance with the table (15): 
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Table (15) shows the minimum Sanitary Facilities required in commercial 

buildings. 

Buildings Sanitary Facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offices, Shops 

and Show 

Rooms 

Offices 

One toilet shall be provided for each separate 

office or for every (180) square meters of open 

office area in case of common toilets. 

 

 

 

 

Shops 

and 

Show 

Rooms 

For net 

commercial 

area of (1) to 

(300) square 

meters 

One toilet 

shall be 

provided 

 

 

At least one 

toilet shall be 

provided for 

people with 

special needs 

(people-of-

determination). 

The net 

commercial 

area of (301) 

to (900) 

square 

meters 

Two toilets 

for men and 

one for 

women shall 

be provided 

For 

additional 

(900) square 

meters 

One toilet 

shall be 

added 

 

2 

Malls and 

Public 

Entertainmen

t Buildings 

For net commercial or 

entertainment area 

from (1) to (900) 

square meters. 

Three toilets for men and two 

for women shall be provided 

For net commercial or 

entertainment area 

which is more than 

(900) square meters. 

One toilet for men and another 

for women for each additional 

(900) square meters 

For net commercial or 

entertainment area 

exceeding (1500) 

square meters 

One toilet for men and another 

for women shall be provided at 

least for people with special 

needs (people-of-

determination). 
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10-11 Corridors  

Public corridors in commercial buildings shall be as shown in Table (16): 

Table (16) shows the minimum net width of corridors in commercial 

buildings. 

Use Net Width of Corridors  

 

 

 

 

Commercial Corridors  

(2.40) meters in case of 

shops on one side of the 

corridor. 

(3.00) meters in case of 

shops on two sides of 

the corridor. 

It is permitted to install kiosks in commercial 

corridors if the width the corridor on each side of 

the kiosk is not less than (1.50) m. provided also 

that these kiosks are not connected or linked with 

each other for more than (6.00) m. and the 

distance between them is not less than (3.00) m. 
and the kiosk width shall not exceed (1.80) m. 

 

10-12 Loading and Unloading Areas 

The requirements as stated in Clause (14-10) of Article (14) of this 

Regulation shall be applied. 

10-13 General Requirements 

1. Prayer areas for both men and women shall be provided in shopping 

malls with an area of more than (9300) square meters with the need to 

provide minimum utilities for both genders and in accordance with 

Article (15). 

2. Services like nursing (breastfeed baby) and changing room for children 

shall be provided. 

3. Utility services required by the relevant authorities (electricity room, 

telephone, pump room, water tank or equivalent thereof) shall be 

provided. 

4. A service floor is permitted between typical floors in buildings with 

higher than (20) floors that is dedicated for mechanical services and 

accessories. No spaces for living, housing, commercial, recreational or 

similar purposes are permitted in this service floor and shall not be 

included in the number of permitted floors.
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Article (11): Health Requirements for  Buildings used 

for  Dining, Food and Beverages (F&B) and Food 

merchandise. 

1. Dining and F&B places (Restaurants, cafeterias, coffee shops, juice 

shops, fruit and vegetable shops, sweets shops, refreshment shops, 

mills, toasters, refrigerated and frozen food stores, bakery, grocery 

stores, supermarkets, seafood shops and other facilities) shall be 

designed in accordance with health requirements issued by the Relevant 

Department. The consultant shall refer to such requirements when 

preparing the design. 

2. Floors, walls and ceilings of restaurants, F&B shops shall have smooth 

finish, easy to clean, non-absorbent, waterproof, fire-resistant, light-

colored, non-toxic and free of cracks materials. The floor shall have 

adequate slope to allow for easy cleaning. The corners between the 

walls, between walls and floors, and between walls and ceiling must be 

airtight and curved for easy cleaning. 

3. Proper ventilation and lighting shall be provided for all internal parts as 

stated in this Regulation. 

4. Shelves, electrical appliances, laundries, stores, chimneys, service 

tables and means of insects and pest control shall be provided to be 

installed on the doors, windows, vents, and all that is necessary in 

accordance with the health requirements issued by the Relevant 

Department. 

5. The roofs of kitchens in restaurants and the like shall be made of 

Reinforced Concrete or equivalent material which is fire resistant and 

approved by the Civil Defense Department.  

6. Mechanical installations for Restaurants and F&B shops shall be in 

accordance with approved standards for the health supplies works. 

7. Chimneys for bakeries, restaurants, and toasters shall be placed on the 

side roads or through the building's ducts or light wells only in order to 

preserve the overall appearance of the building. The chimney should be 

raised to a height of not less than 4 meters above the roof of the building 

and shall be environmentally treated so as not to affect the 

neighborhood and do not disturb the public landscape. 
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8. The cold stores and freezing rooms shall be provided with temperature 

meters which can be read from outside the rooms and the doors shall be 

made to open from inside and outside. 

Article (12): External Seating Areas for Coffee Shops 

and Restaurants 

The design and provision of external seating areas for coffee shops and 

restaurants shall be subject to the architectural, structural and health 

requirements for the use of external seating areas for coffee shops and 

restaurants issued by the Competent Department. 

Third: Requirements for Tourist ic and Hotel Buildings  

Article (13): Requirements for Hotel Buildings  

13-1  Location  

 It is permitted to build hotel buildings in the various categories of areas 

authorized for commercial uses as well as areas authorized for such uses in 

accordance with the regulations of land use classifications prepared for the 

Emirate. 

13-2  Building Coverage percentage (BCP)  

BCP shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued 

by the Relevant Department in the Municipality. 

13-3  Setbacks  

Setbacks shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements 

issued by the Relevant Department in the Municipality. 

13-4 Levels and Heights 

1. The Finish Floor Level of the ground floor shall not exceed (1.20) m. 

from the adjacent street curbstone. 

2. Floor heights are as per the residential floor heights shown in Table (2). 

3. If the hotel height exceeds (10) floors excluding the ground floor, it is 

permitted to build a service floor for mechanical services and the 

transfer of pipe connections and with height not more than (3.00) m. 
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and not less than (2.40) m. This service floor can be repeated every 10 

floors subject to the approval of the Competent Department. 

13-5  Parking Lots  

The minimum number of required parking lots is determined in accordance 

with the following table (17): 

Table (17) shows the minimum number of parking lots for hotel buildings. 

Use Details The minimum number of 

parking lots 

 

 

 

 

Hotel 

Buildings 

Hotel Rooms 1 parking lot / 4 rooms 

Hotel Rooms with kitchen or 

pantry  

1 parking lot / 2 room 

Hotel Suite 1 parking lot / 2 suites 

Hotel Apartment 1 parking lot / 1 apartment 

(100) Hotel Rooms 1 Bus parking lot  

Offices, retail shops and 

restaurants attached to Hotel 

Buildings 

1 parking lot / 50 m2 of net 

area 

Halls  1 parking lot / 20 m2 of net 

area 

 

13-6  Areas and Dimensions of Spaces 

The minimum areas and dimensions of rooms in the hotel buildings shall 

be at least as follows: 

1. In hotels, the minimum net area of the rooms shall be according to the 

following table (18): 

Table (18) shows the minimum net area of the rooms including the 

bathroom and entrance hall and excluding balcony. 

 Hotel Rating Room Type 

Room area with 

bathroom and entrance 

only 

1 1 Star Hotel 
Single Room (20) m2 

Double Room (22) m2 
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 Hotel Rating Room Type 

Room area with 

bathroom and entrance 

only 

2 2 Stars Hotel 
Single Room (22) m2 

Double Room (24) m2 

3 3 Stars Hotel 

Single Room (24) m2 

Double Room (26) m2 

Triple Room (26) m2 

Suites (34) m2 

4 4 Stars Hotel 

Single Room (30) m2 

Double Room (32) m2 

Triple Room (32) m2 

Suites (45) m2 

5 5 Stars Hotel 

Single Room (35) m2 

Double Room (37) m2 

Triple Room (37) m2 

Suites (50) m2 

2. In Resorts, (no resort rating below 3 stars) 

Table (19) shows the minimum net area of the resort rooms including 

bathroom and room entrance and excluding the balcony. 

 Resort Rating Room Type 

Room Area including 

Bathroom and 

Entrance 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

3 Stars Resort 

Single Room (26) m2 

Double Room (28) m2 

Treble Room (28) m2 

Suites (36) m2 
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 Resort Rating Room Type 

Room Area including 

Bathroom and 

Entrance 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

4 Stars Resort 

Single Room (30) m2 

Double Room (32) m2 

Treble Room (32) m2 

Suites (47) m2 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

5 Stars Resort 

Single Room (35) m2 

Double Room (39) m2 

Treble Room (39) m2 

Suites (52) m2 

3. In Lodges, the minimum net area of the rooms excluding bathroom and 

entrance hall shall be as follows: 

Table (20) shows the minimum net area of the rooms without the bathroom 

and hall entrance of the hostel. 

 Room Type Room Area not Including 

Bathroom and Entrance 

1 Single Room (9) m2 

2 Double Room (11) m2 

3 Triple Room  (13) m2 

Each room in the lodge shall have an independent private bathroom. 

4. In Hotel Apartments, the minimum area of bedrooms includes the 

bathroom and entrance hall shall be at least as follows:  
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 Table (21) shows the minimum net area for hotel apartments. 

 
Space Type 

Standard Hotel 

Apartments 

Luxury Hotel 

Apartments 

1 Studio which includes (living area, 

bed area and open kitchen only) 

excluding bathroom and entrance 

hall 

17 m2 20 m2 

2 Bedrooms  15 m2 17 m2 

3 Bathroom  4 m2 5 m2 

4 Kitchen  6 m2 6m2 

5. The thickness of the walls between the hotel units shall be at least (20) 

cm, and the exterior walls of the buildings shall also be at least (20) cm. 

13-7  Corridors  

The minimum net width of public corridors in hotel buildings shall not be 

less than (1.8) m. 

13-8  Loading and Unloading areas 

The requirements stated in Clause (14-10) of Article (14) of the Regulation 

shall be applied. 

13-9 General Requirement 

1. Preliminary Approval from Ras Al Khaimah Tourism Development 

Authority as a condition for obtaining a building permit for any hotel 

projects according to the classification system of hotels approved by the 

Tourism Authority in the Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah 

2. The Consultant shall refer to the requirements issued by the Tourism 

Development Authority in Ras Al Khaimah regarding the classification 

criteria for hotels prior to starting the preparation of the designs for any 

hotel building. 

3. The minimum number of rooms shall be at least (30) rooms in hotels, 

(100) rooms in resorts, (10) rooms in lodges and rest areas and (20) 

apartments or studios in the hotel apartments.  
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4. The requirements for the elevator shall be observed in Article (39) of 

the Regulation and the requirements for people of special needs in 

Article (32) of the Regulation. 

14-10 Safety and Security Requirements 

1. Security and safety measures shall be provided in accordance with the 

conditions approved by the Competent Department. 

2. Self-illuminated signs shall be put in all corridors, stairs, lounges, 

lobby, entrances and places for public use to guide to stairs and escape 

routes in case of fire. It is prohibited to put any materials, obstacles or 

restrictions that prevent the movement to escape. 

3. Plates shall be placed behind the door of each guest room showing the 

locations of the stairs and a flow chart of means of egress to ensure 

escape in case of fire. 

4. Fire extinguishers shall be placed in clear and accessible locations and 

billboard signs need to be installed. It is prohibited to put any obstacles, 

barriers, materials or barriers that prevent the movement of these fire 

extinguishers. 

Forth: Requirements for Industrial Buildings  

Article (14): Requirements for  Industrial B uildings 

(factories, warehouses, workshops, etc.) 

14-1 Location  

It is permitted to build industrial facilities in the designated areas according 

to the land use regulations in the Emirate. 

14-2 Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

1. BCP shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements 

issued by the Relevant Department in the Municipality. 

2. It is permitted to build labor housing complexes in the industrial plots 

in proportion to the size of industrial use, provided that its percentage 

shall not exceed (25%) of the area of industrial activity. Also it is not 

permitted to place the labor housing on the main street, taking into 

consideration the separation between them and the industrial activity. 
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3. The allocated percentage for warehouses shall be at least 30% of the 

plot area, the percentage of workshops, contracting facilities and the 

transportation areas shall be at least (10%) of the plot area. The 

percentage of the factories shall be at least (35%) unless the land 

allocation states something else, or if the nature of the use requires 

otherwise. 

4. It is permitted to build some offices to serve the industrial activity 

existing in the plot, provided that the percentage of the offices shall not 

exceed (10%) of the built up area. This percentage may be increased if 

the nature of the use requires, in accordance with the decision of the 

Technical Committee. 

5. The BCP, buildings height and office areas for large factories and uses 

of special nature shall be determined in accordance with the use and the 

planning conditions when allocating the plot.  

  

14-3 Setbacks 

1. Setbacks for industrial buildings shall be applied in accordance with the 

planning requirements issued by the Relevant Department of the 

Municipality. 

2. It is not permitted to build on the boundary of the plot and without a 

setback on the streets which is not less than (1.50) m. As for the 

neighbors and the routs, a setback not less than (3.00) m. shall be 

provided in order to allow tracks for emergency vehicles. 

3. The internal setback between buildings or facilities shall be at least 

(3.00) m. to allow tracks for emergency vehicles. 

Table (22) shows the setbacks of industrial buildings on the street, routs 

and neighbors. 

Building Setbacks from the Plot Boundary 

Main Street Sub street, rout 

or open area 

Neighbor 

Industrial 

Buildings 

(1.50) m. (3.00) m. from 

the rout only 

(3.00) m. 
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14-4 Levels and Heights 

1. The Finish Floor Level of the ground floor shall not exceed (1.20) m. 

from the adjacent street curbstone. 

2. The internal net height of any warehouse, workshop or factory shall be 

at least as follows: 

Table (23) shows the minimum internal net height of industrial buildings 

and their accessories. 

Uses Minimum Net Height  Maximum Net Height 

Industrial Uses 

and Workshops 

(4.50) m. (7.00) m. 

The maximum height 

may be exceeded if some 

industrial projects require 

certain heights. 

Except for uses that require a greater increase in the 

height. (The consultant shall provide a study, 

explaining the reasons for requesting an increase in 

the height) 

Commercial or 

Office Uses 

Attached  

The heights of the ground and the mezzanine floors 

shall be in accordance with Table (12) in Article (10) 

of this Regulation with regards to the floor heights of 

commercial and office uses. 

Labor housing if 

any 

The Labor Housing requirements shall be applied as 

in Article (8) of this Regulations. 

Services Annex (3.00) m. 

 

14-5  Mezzanine Floor 

It is permitted to build a mezzanine floor inside the warehouses, the 

workshop or the factory within the height of the warehouse, workshop or 

factory provided that the use shall be attached to the ground floor and that 

the entrance shall be from the same ground floor. It is not permitted to 

provide separate entrances for the mezzanine. 

14-6 Fences and Walls 

1. With the exception of plots of land under special regulations, fences 

shall be built at a height of (1.80) m. on the boundaries of the plot from 
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all sides, with the need to paint these walls in a manner that does not 

distort the general appearance. The width of the main entrance in the 

fence shall be at least (4.50) m. The Competent Department may 

approve special architectural designs for the front fences. 

2. It is permitted to build a separation wall between the industrial activity 

and the labor housing in the event that they are together on the same 

plot, and the height of the separation wall shall not exceed (1.60) m. 

14-7  Parking Lots 

Parking lots shall be provided at an average rate of one parking lot for every 

70 square meters of the net area of the offices or the authorized attached 

commercial part (without counting the corridors and the various services). 

14-8  Areas and Dimensions of Spaces 

1. The minimum areas and dimensions of spaces shall be in accordance 

with the international standards and specifications of the required 

industrial activity. 

2. A first aid room shall be provided of not less than 12 square meters. 

14-9  Sanitary Facilities  

The minimum utilities to be provided shall be as per the following table: 

Table (24) shows the minimum Sanitary Facilities required for industrial 

buildings. 

Services Minimum required utilities  

Warehouses and 

Workshops 

One toilet and washbasin shall be provided for each 

warehouse or workshop. 

In the case of combined services, a toilet and a 

washbasin shall be provided for each (450) square 

meters for the first 10,000 square meters of the total 

area of the buildings and then a toilet and a washbasin 

shall be provided for every 1400 square meters 

exceeding the first ten thousand square meters, 

provided that the washbasins shall be outdoor.  

Labor Housing The utilities requirements shall be as per Article (8) of 

this Regulation. 
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14-10 Loading and Unloading areas 

1. The doors of warehouses and workshops shall be opened onto areas for 

loading and unloading. It is not permitted to open the doors onto the 

streets and the routs directly, except for emergency doors which shall 

be not more than 180 cm wide. 

2. Loading and Unloading areas shall be provided in all industrial 

facilities, provided that the minimum size is as follows: 

a. (4.50) m. width × (6.00) m. deep for one warehouse or workshop only. 

b. (6.00) m. width × (9.00) m. deep for two warehouses or two 

workshops. 

c. (9.00) m. width × (9.00) m. deep for three or more warehouses or 

workshops. 

d. Applies to the loading and unloading areas what applies to the 

entrances and exits of parking lots as stated in Article (30) of the 

Regulation. 

e. The loading and unloading area can be covered or uncovered. If 

covered, the net height of entrance and roof shall be at least 4.50 m. 

14-11 General Requirements 

1. The environmental conditions set out in Article (33) of this Regulation 

shall be applied to the uses that their storage, application or use shall 

harm the surrounding environment. The Consultant shall observe the 

principles of security and safety and shall review the Relevant 

Departments for approval. 

2. It is permitted to build a linear service annex. It is permitted to build a 

guard room on the main fence for observation. It is also permitted to 

place the electricity room on the main fence.  

3. A ventilation and natural lighting shall be provided by at least 5% of 

the floor area of any warehouse or workshop or factory. In the case of 

administrative offices attached to industrial facilities, this percentage 

shall be at least 10% of the floor area of the offices. 

4. It is not permitted to practice any commercial activities in industrial 

facilities (different than the production of the factories). 
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Fifth: Requiremen ts for Other Buildings  

Article (15): Mosques 

15-1  Building Coverage Percentage (BCP) 

BCP shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements issued 

by the Relevant Department in the Municipality. 

15-2  Setbacks 

Setbacks shall be applied in accordance with the planning requirements 

issued by the Relevant Department in the Municipality. If not mentioned, 

the following table shall be applied: 

Table (25) shows the minimum setbacks of mosques and their annexes from 

streets, routs and neighbors. 

  

Building 

Setbacks from the Boundary of the Plot 

Main Street Sub Street or routs 

or Open Areas 

Neighbors 

1 Mosque (1.50) m.  

(The department may reduce the setback for special 

considerations) 

2 Annex for Imam 

Accommodation, 

Muôazzin - Mosque 

servant 

(1.50) m. (1.50) m. (1.50) m. 

3 Utilities Annex 

(Toilets ï Ablution)   

Not Applicable (NA) 

(Provided that no windows shall be opened to the 

streets, routs and neighbors). 

4 Electricity Room NA NA (1.50) m. 

 

15-3  Levels and Heights 

1. The finish floor level of the ground floor shall not exceed (1.20) m. from 

the adjacent street curbstone. 

2. The minimum internal net height of the mosque shall be in proportion to 

the size of the prayer hall (not including the false ceiling and complying 

with the area and the dimensions of the mosque main hall) with a 

minimum of (5.00) m and a maximum limit complying with the design 

of the mosque. The minimum height of the mosque services is (3.00) m. 
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3. The minimum height of the minaret shall be equal to three times the 

height of the main mosque hall as shown in figure (4), and proportional 

to the area and height of the mosque main hall. 

4. If there is a mezzanine inside the mosque hall, its net height shall be at 

least (2.50) m. and not more than (3.50) m. In this case, the net height of 

the ground floor below the mezzanine shall be at least (3.00) m. 

5. The height of the building parapet shall not exceed (1.50) meters above 

the finishing and the different insulation layers of the roof unless there 

is an architectural aesthetic need and according to the approval of the 

Competent Department in Municipality. 

6. Using any graphics or decorations that conflict with Islamic law shall be 

avoided, preferably be geometric abstract ones and be at a level higher 

than (1.80) m. in order not to make the prayers busy with it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure (4) shows the minimum height of the minaret in proportion to the 

height of the mosque main hall. 

 15-4  Minarets, Domes and Mihrab 

1. One minaret shall be provided for mosques with more than 100 prayers 

up to 700 prayers. Two minarets shall be provided for mosques with a 

capacity of 700 prayers and more, with the height of at least (25) m. The 

appropriate openings and windows shall be provided to allow adequate 

lighting inside the minaret. Separate entrance is needed for the minaret. 
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2. The minaret shall be a land mark for the neighborhood surrounding the 

mosque. The design of the minaret shall be in accordance with the local 

Islamic architectural character approved by the Competent Department. 

3. A dome for the mosque shall be provided while permitting multiple 

domes provided that architectural harmony is achieved. 

4. A Mihrab room and a rear entrance shall be provided for the Khateeb. 

15-5  The Mezzanine 

It is permitted to build a mezzanine as a part of the mosque mass outside the 

main prayer room. 

15-6  Fences and Gates 

1. It is Preferable to build an external fence surrounds the mosque on the 

boundary of the plot allocated to a suitable height not more than 1.50 m., 

the lower half is solid and the upper half is hollow so as not to hide the 

features of the mosque. 

2. It is permitted to build entrances for pedestrian from all sides of the 

streets and routs. It is also permitted to build a major gateway for cars 

that allows large cars to enter in the need for service. 

3. It is permitted to build a wall surrounding the Imam and the Mu'izzin's 

residence. The height of the mosque shall be at least 1.50 m in order to 

achieve privacy for them. They shall be separated from the mosque and 

its main entrance 

15-7  Parking Lots 

1. The minimum number of parking lots required is determined according 

to the following table (considering the number of prayers): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




