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Preamble

WE, the Rulers of the Emirates of Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharjah, Ajman, Um AI Quwain and Fujairah,

Reflecting our will and the will of the people of our emirates
to form themselves into a Federation to provide a better life
and more enduring stability, and enjoy a higher international
standing for the Emirates and all their people;

Desiring to create closer links among themselves in the
form of an independent sovereign federal state capable of
protecting its existence and the existence of its members
and cooperating with the sister Arab states and with all
other friendly member states of the United Nations
Organization and of the community of nations, in general,
on the basis of mutual respect and exchange of interests
and benefits;

Desiring also to lay the foundation for federal rule in the
coming years on a sound basis that reflects the reality and
the capacity of the Emirates at the present time, enables
the Federation to achieve its objectives, safeguards the
identity of its members in a way consistent with these
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citizens, qualify them for those jobs, and create the suitable
conditions for service by enacting legislation protecting the
rights of the employees and the interests of the employers
in the light of the advanced international labor legislation.

Article 21

Private property is protected and the restrictions against it
shall be specified by law. A person may not be deprived of
his/her private property except in such circumstances as
may be dictated by the public interest, in accordance with
the provisions of law, and for equitable consideration.

Article 22

Public property is inviolable. Every citizen has the duty of
protecting public property. The law specifies the cases in
which violating that duty is punishable.

Article 23

The natural resources and wealth in each Emirate are
deemed the public property of that Emirate. The community
shall preserve and utilize in a good way those resources
and wealth for the interest of the national economy.

Article 24

The national economy shall be grounded on social justice,
shall mainly depend on faithful cooperation between the
public and private activities, and shall seek to achieve
economic development, increase productivity, raise the
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